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That is accounted probable, which has better arguments pro¬ 
ducible for it, than can be brought againft it. South. 

They aflented to things, that were neither evident nor cer¬ 
tain, but only probable ; for they converted, they merchan¬ 
dized upon a probable perfuafion of the honefty and truth of 
thofe whom they correfponded with. South’s Sermons. 

Pro'bably. adv. [from probable.'] Likely; in likelihood. 
Diftinguifh betwixt what may poffibly, and what will pro¬ 
bably be done. L’Ejlrange’s Fables. 

Our conflitution in church or flate could not probably have 
been long preferved, without fuch methods. Swift. 

PRO'BAT. n.f. [Latin.] The proof of wills and tcflaments 
of perfons deceafed in the fpiritual court, either in common 
form by the oath of the executor, or with witnefies. Did. 

PROBA'TION. n.f. [probation Lat. from probo, Lat. proba¬ 
tion , Fr.] 

1. Proof; evidence ; teflimony. 

Of the truth herein. 

This prcfent object made probation. Sbakcfp. Hamlet. 
He was lapt in a molt curious mantle, which, for more 
probation , 1 can produce. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

2 . The aft of proving by ratiocination or teflimony. 

When thefe principles, what is, is, and it is impoflible for 
the fame thing to be, and not to be, are made ufc of in the 
probation of proportions, wherein are words ftanding for 
complex ideas, as man or horfe, there they make men receive 
and retain falfehood for manifell truth. Locke. 

3. [ Probation , Fr.] Trial; examination. 

In the practical part of knowledge, much will be left to 
experience and probation , whereunto indication cannot fo 
fully reach. Bacon's Nat. Hift. 

4. Trial before entrance into monaftick life; noviciate. 

I fuffer many things as an author militant, whereof, in 
your days of probation , you have been a (barer. Pope to Swift. 

Probationary, adj. [from probation.] Serving for trial. 

Probationer, n.f. [from probation.] 

j. One who is upon trial. 

Hear a mortal mufe thy praife rehearfe, 

In no ignoble verfe; 

But fuch as thy own verfe did praftife here. 

When thy firft fruits of poefy were giv’n. 

To make thyfclf a welcome inmate there ; 

While yet a .young probationer , 

And candidate of heav’n. Dryden. 

Build a thoufand churches, where thefe probationers may 
read their wall ledtures. Swift. 

<■ 2 . A novice. 

This root of bitternefs was but a probationer in the foil; 
and though it fet forth fomc offsets to preferve its kind, yet 
Satan was fain to cherifli them. Decay of Piety. 

Proba TloNERSHlP. n.f. [fom probationer.] State of being 
a probationer ; noviciate. 

He has afforded us only the twilight of probability, fuitable 
to that flate of mediocrity and probationer/hip , he has been 
plcafed to place us in here, wherein to check our ovcr-confi- 
dencc. Locke. 

Pro'batory. adj. [from probo , Lat.] Serving for trial. 

Job’s afflidtinns were 110 vindicatory punifhments, but pro¬ 
batory chaflifements to m3kc trial of his graces. Bramhall. 

PRO BA TUM ES'T. A Latin exprdfion added to the end of 
a receipt, fignifying it is tried or proved. 

V ain the concern that you exprefs. 

That uncall’d Alard will pofTcfs 

Your houie and coach both day and night, 

And that Macbeth was haunted lefs 
By Banquo’s reftlefs fprite ; 

Lend him but fifty louis d’or. 

And you fhall never fee him more; 

Take my ad vie c probat urn ejl? 

Why do the gods indulge our ftore. 

But to fecure our reft. Prior. 

Probe, n.f [from probo , Lat.] A (lender wire by which fur- 
geons fearch the depth of wounds. 

I made fearch with a probe. JVifeman s Surgery. 

Probe-scissors, n.f. [probe and fcijfor .] Sci llors ufed to open 
wounds, of which the blade thrult into the orifice has a button 
at the end. 

The finus was fnipt up with probe-feiffors. JVifeman. 

To Probe, t*. «. [probo, Lat.] To fearch ; to try by an in- 
flrument. 

Nothing can be more painful, than to probe and fearch a 
purulent old fore to the bottom. South s Sermons. 

He’d raife a blufh, where fecrct vice he found ; 

And tickle, while he gently prob’d the wound. Dryden. 

Pro'bity. n.f. [probite. Fr. probitas, Lat.] Honefty; fince- 
rity; veracity. 

The truth of cur Lord’s afeenfion, might be deduced from 
the probity of the apoftlcs. Fiddes’s Sermons. 

So near approach we their celeftial kind, 

Byjuftice, truth, and probity of mind. Pope. 

PROBLEM, n.f [probleme, Fr. TTfopAryca.] Aqueftion pro- 
pofed. ^ 


PRO 

The problem is, whether a man conflantlv and ftmnM l 
lieving that fuch a thing fhall be, it doth 
the ettedtmg of the thing. Bacon’s N a ? 

Although in general one underflood colours, yet were ir 
an eafy problem to refolve, why grafs is m-een ? R not 

This problem let philofophers rclolve, Wtt " fc 

What makes the globe from Weft to Eafl revolve. Jly. 

Problematical, adj. [from problem ; problematique, h i 
Uncertain ; urffettled ; difputed ; difputable. "J 

I promifed no better arguments than might be expefted 


a point problematical. 


Diligent enquiries into remote and prolleonaticahmt., 
zate wide open to the whole tribe of informers. 


a gate 


Swift. 


Problematically, adv. [from problematical.] Uncertainly 
Probo'scis. n.f [probofis, Lat.] A fnout; the trunk 0 f L 


Milton. 

Did. 

Did. 


Milton. 

Dryden. 

Locke. 


elephant ; but it is ufed alfo for the fame part in every crea¬ 
ture, that bears any refemblance thereunto. 

'Fhe elephant wreath’d to make them fport 
His lithe probofeis. 

Proca'cious. adj. [proeax, Lat.] Petulant; loofe. 

Proca'city. n.f. [from precocious.] Petulance. 

Procata rctick. adj. [Traoxala^xlixof.] Forerunning, an¬ 
tecedent. See Procatarxis. 

James IV. of Scotland, falling away in his flefh, without 
the precedence of any procatdrSlick caufe, was iuddenly cured 
by decharming the witchcraft. Harvey on Conjumptims. 

The phyfician enquires into the procatartlick caules. Haro 
Procata'kxis. n.f [nfoxocrccgs;.] 

Procatarxis is the pre-cxiflent caufe of a difeafe, which co¬ 
operates with others that are fubfequent, whether internal or 
external; as anger or heat of climate, which bring fuch an 
ill difpofitjon of the juices, as occafion a fever : the ill difpo- 
fition being the immediate caufe, and the bad air the proca- 
tartick caufe. ^ubuj, 

Proce'dure. n.f. [procedure , Fr. from proceed.] 

1. Manner of proceeding; management; conduit: 

This is the true procedure of confcience, always fuppofmg 
a law from God, before it lays obligation upon man. South. 

2 . Ait of proceeding ; progrefs ; procefs ; operation. 

Although the diflinition of thefe feveral procedures of the 
foul do not always appear diftinft, efpccially in fudden aitions, 
yet in aitions of weight, all thefe have their diftinit order 
and proccelure. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

3. Produce; thing produced. 

No known fubflance, but earth and the procedures of earth, 
as tile and (tone, yieldeth any mofs or herby fubflance. Bacon. 

To PROCEE'D. v. n. [procedo , Lat. proceder, Fr.] 

1. To pafs from one thing or place to another. 

Adam 

Proceeded thus to afk his heav’nly gueft. 

Then to the prelude of a war proceeds; 

His horns, yet lore, he tries againft a tree. 

I fhall proceed to more complex ideas. 

2. To go forward ; to tend to the end defigned. 

Tcmp’rately proceed to what you would 
Thus violently redrefs. Sbakcfp. Coriolemus. 

Thefe things, when they proceed not, they go backward. 

Bcnj. Johnfon’s Catiline. 

3. To come forth from a place or from a fender. 

I proceeded forth and came from God ; neither came I of 
myfelf, but he lent me. Jo. viii. 42; 

4. To go or march in flate. 

He alk’d a clear ftage for his mufe to proceed in. Anon. 

5. ToiiTue; to arife ; to be the effeit of; to be produced from. 

A dagger of the mind, a falfe creation 
Proceeding from the heat opprcfled brain. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

From me what proceed 

But all corrupt, both mind and will both deprav’d. Milt. 
All this proceeded not from any want of knowledge. Dryd. 

6. To profecute any defign. 

He that proceeds upon other principles, in his enquiry into 
any fciences, ports hitnfclf in a party. Locke. 

Since hufbandry is of large extent, the poet fingles out 
fuch precepts to proceed on, as arc capable of ornament. AddiJ. 

7. To be tranfafted ; to be carried on. 

He will, after his four fafhion tell you, 

What hath proceeded worthy note to-day. 

8. To make progrefs ; to advance. 

Violence 

Proceeded, and oppreffion and fword law 
Through all the plain. 

9. To carry on juridical procefs. 

Proceed by procefs, left parties break out, 

And fack great Rome with Romans. . . 

Inrtead of a (hip, to levy upon his county fuch a “ 
money for his majefly’s ufe, with direction in what to 
fhould proceed againft fuch as refufed., Milton. 

To judgment he proceeded on th’ accus d. .. 

10. To trail I’aft; to aft:; to carry on any affair mitno • I 

From them I will not hide 

My judgments, how with mankind {proceed-, nyffdion. 
As bow with peccant angels late they faw. 


S/jakeJp. 


Milton. 


Shakefp. 
1 of 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


PRO 

How feverely with themfelves proceed. 

The men who write fuch verfe as who can read ? 

Their own drift judges, not a word they Iparc, 

That wants or force, or light, or weight, or care. Pope. 

ji. To rake effeft ; to have its courfe. 

This rule only proceeds and takes place, when a perfon can¬ 
not of common Jaw condemn another by his fentence. Aylijfe. 

12. To be propagated; to come by generation. 

From my loins thou (halt proceed. Milton. 

13. To be produced by the original efficient caufe. 

O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 

All things proceed, and up to him return. Milton. 

Pro'ceeo. n.f [from the verb.] Produce: as, /fo proceeds 
of an ejlate. Clariffa. Not an imitable word, though much 
ufed in law writings. 

Procee'der. n.f. [from proceed.] One who goes forward ; 
one who makes a progrefs. 

He that feeketh viftory over his nature, let him not fet him- 
fclf too great nor too (mail tafks ; for the firtt will make him 
dejefted by often failing; and the fecond will make him a 
fmall proceedcr , though by often prevailings. Bacon. 

ProCEe'ding. n.f [precede, Fr. from proceed.] 

1 . Progrefs from one thing to another; feries of conduct; 
tranfaftion. 

I’ll acquaint our duteous citizens. 

With all your juft proceedings in this cafe. Shakefp. 

My dear love 

To your proceedings bids me tell you this. Shakefp. 

The underftanding brought to knowledge by degrees, and, 
in fuch a general proceeding , nothing is hard. Locke. 

It is a very unufual proceeding, and I would not have been 
guilty of it for the world. Arbuthnot's Hift. of J. Bull 

From the earlicfl ages of diriftianity, there never was a 
precedent of fuch a proceeding. Swift. 

2. Legal procedure : as, fuch are the proceedings at law. 

Proce'llous. adj % [procellofts, Lat.] Tempcftuous. Dit 7 . 

Proce'ption. n.f. Preoccupation; aft of taking fomething 

fooner than another. A word not in ufe. 

Having fo little power to offend others, that I have none tor 
preferve what is mine own from their proetption. King Charles. 

Proce'rity. n.f. [from procerus, Lat.] Talnefs ; height of 
flature. 

We fhall make attempts to lengthen out the humane figure, 
and reftore it to its ancient procerity. Addifon. 

Pro'cess. n.f [frocts, Fr. procefjus, Latin.] 

1, Tendency; progrelfivc courfe. 

That there is fomewhat higher than either of thefe two, 
no other proof doth need, than the very procefs of man’s de¬ 
fine, which being natural fhould be fruilrate, if there were 
not fome farther thing wherein it might reft at the length 
contented, which in the former it cannot do. Hooker, 

2. Regular and gradual progrefs. 

Commend me to your honourable wife ; 

Tell her the procefs of Antonio’s end ; 

Say how I lov’d you ; fpeak me fair in death. Shakefp. 
They declared unto him the whole procefs of that war, and 3 


Dry derm. 


Kits lies. 


Milton. 

Dryden. 


with what fuccefs they had endured 

Immediate are the afts of God, more fwife 
Than time or motion ; but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told. 

Saturnian Juno 

Attends the fatal procefs of the war. .. 

In the parable of the wafteful fteward, we have a lively 
image of the force and procejs of this temptation. Rogers. 

3. Courfe ; continual flux or paflage. 

I have been your wife, in this obedience, 

Upward of twenty years; if in the courfe 
And procefs of this time you can report. 

And prove it too againft mine honour aught, 

Turn me away. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

This neither empire rife. 

By policy and long procejs of time. Milton. 

Many afts of parliament have, in long procefs of tiine^ 
been loft, and the things forgotten. Hale’s Law of England. 

4. Methodical management of any thing. 

Experiments, familiar to chymiils, are unknown to the 
learned, who never read chymical proceffcs. Boyle. 

A11 age they live releas’d 
From all the labour, pro efs, clamour, woe. 

Which our fad feenes of daily aftiun know. 

5. Courfe of law. 

Proceed by procefs , 

Left parties, as he is belov’d, break out. 

All proccjfes ecclefiaftical fhould be made in the king’s name’ 
as in writs at the common law. Hayward 

The patricians they chofe for their patrons, to anfwer for 
their appearance, and defend them in anv procefs. Swift 

PROCE'SSION. n.f. [procejfion, Fr. proceffio, Lat.] A train 
marching in ceremonious folemnity. 

If there be caufe for the church to go forth in folemn tro- 
cejjion, his whole family have fuch bufmefs come upon them 
that no one can be fpared. Hooker 

Him all his train 

Follow’d in bright pracejjion. Milton. 


Prior. 


Shakefp. 
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’Tis the pracejjion of a funeral vow. 

Which cruel laws to Indian wives allow. 

The priefts, Potitiiis at their head. 

In (kins of beads involv’d,' the long procejfion leu. Dry duty. 
When this v'aft congregation was formed into a regular pro- 
ceffion to attend the ark of the covenant, the king marched at 
the head of his people, with hymns and dances. Addifon. 

It is to be hoped, that the perfons of wealth, who made 
their proctjfioh through riie members of thefe new crcfted fe- 
minaries, will contribute to their maintenance. Addifon. 

The Ethiopians held an annual Sacrifice of twelve days to 
the Gods ; all that time they carried their images in procsf- 
fm, and placed them at their fcltivals. Brooode 1 

To Procession, v. n. [from the noun.] To go in proccflion. 
A low word. 

Proce'ssional. adj. [from procejfion.] Relating to proccflion. 
Processionary. adj. [from procejfion.] Conlifting in pro- 
ceffion. 

Rotations or litanies were then the very flrength and com¬ 
fort of God’s church; whereupon, in the year 506, it was 
by the council of Aurelia decreed, that the whole church 
fhould beftow yearly at the feafl of pentccofl, three days in 
that procejfionary fervice. Hooker. 

Pro'chronism. n.f. [irgo%0<>:Kru<&‘.] An error in chrono¬ 
logy ; a dating a thing,before it happened. Diet, 

'Pro cm inch, n.f [pro.identia, Lat.] Falling down ; de¬ 
pendence below its natural place. 

Pro'cinct. n.f [precincJus, Lat J Complete preparation; 
preparation brought to the point of aftion. 

When all the plain 

Cover’d with thick imbattl’d fquadrons bright. 

Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery deeds. 

Reflecting blaze on blaze, firft met bis view. 

War he perceiv’d, war in precinct. Milton . 

To PROCLAI'M, v. a. [proclamo, Lat. proclamer , Fr.] 

1. To promulgate or denounce by a folemn .->r legal publication. 

When thou comeftnigh unto a city to fight againft it, pro¬ 
claim peace unto it. Dent. xx. 10. 

I proclaim a liberty for you, faith the Lord, to the fword 
and to the peftilence. jf L y. xxxiv. 17. 

Heralds 

M ith trumpet’s found, throughout the heft proclaim 
A folemn council. MiltCi 

While in another’s name you peace declare, 

Princcfs, you in your own proclaim a war. 

She to the palace led her gueft. 

Then offer’d incenfe, and proclaim’d a feafl. 

2. To tell openly. 

•n?° me P ro ^‘S ate wretches, were the apprehenfions of pu¬ 
nifhments or fhame taken away, would as openly proclaim 
their atheifm, as their lives do. Locke. 

Vyhile the dcathlefs mufe 
Shall ftng the juft, fhall o’er their head diffufe 
Ferfumes with lavifh hand, fhe fhall proclaim 
l hy crimes alone. 

To outlaw by publick denunciation. 

I heard myfelf proclaimed. vioakctp. 

authority** 8 ’ ” ^ f from pr^aim.} One that publifhes by 

1 he great proclaimer, with a voice 
More awful than the found of trumpet, cry’d 
Repentance, and heaven’s kingdom nigh at hand 
i o all baptiz’d. Milton’s Paradife Regain’d. 

proclamation n.f. [ proclamatio, Lat. proclamation , Fr. 

from proclaim.] r 

i- Publication by authority, 

2. A declaration of the king’s 
people. 

It the king fent a proclamation for their repair to their 
bou cs, fome nobleman publifhed a protoftktion againft thofe 
proclamations. . . 

Proclivity, n.f [proclhitas, froclivis, Lat.] 

1. ci. ency ; natural inclination ; propciifion ; pronene s. 

I ne fenfitivc appetite may ■ engender a proclivity to fteal. 

2 rLT a r° CC S bramhall againft Hobbs. 

2. Keadmefs ; facility of attaining. 

tn i had J? ch a dextrous proclivity, as his teachers were fain 
with him* fonVanJnels ’ that his brothers might keep pace 

PR r?atur 1 e V ° US ‘ {pr ° divh ’ Lat 'J Inclined; tendingTy 

PROCO’NSUL. n.f. [Latin.] A Roman officer, who^S 
verned a province with confular authority. 

Every child knoweth how dear the works of Honrr were 
mad^ffn^’ Vl , rg / Au S uftus ’ Aufonius toGratian, who 
Henry^v/'^'’ Lhauctr to Ri ^ard II. and Gower to 

P *£m? VLSHIP - n ‘ f ' [fr ° m P r 6 confd.] The office of^pro- 

T fer R ^ C d R , A ' STINAT 5 - iPro ralinor, Lat.] To de¬ 
er, to dcLy ; to putoff from day to day. 

Hopeids and help lefs doth JE&on wind. 

But to procrajhnate his lifelef, end. Shake fo 

Let 


Dryden, 
Dryden, 


Prior. 

Shakefp. 


ir.g’s will openly publifhed among the 
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